
EXPLANATION OF ABSENCE:
 1—Official Buisiness
 2—Necessarily Absent
 3—Illness
 4—Other

SYMBOLS:
 AY—Announced Yea
 AN—Announced Nay
 PY—Paired Yea
 PN—Paired Nay

YEAS (98) NAYS (0) NOT VOTING (1)

Republican       Democrats       Republicans Democrats  Republicans Democrats

(53 or 100%)       (45 or 100%)       (0 or 0%) (0 or 0%) (0) (1)
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Specter
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Boxer
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Compiled and written by the staff of the Republican Policy Committee—Don Nickles, Chairman

(See other side)

SENATE RECORD VOTE ANALYSIS
104th Congress October 18, 1995, 2:07 p.m.

1st Session Vote No. 491 Page S-15278  Temp. Record

CUBAN LIBERTY ACT/Cloture (3rd Attempt)

SUBJECT: Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1995 . . . H.R. 927. Dole motion to close
debate on the Dole et al. substitute amendment No. 2898. 

ACTION: CLOTURE MOTION AGREED TO, 98-0

SYNOPSIS: As introduced, H.R. 927, the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1995, will strengthen
sanctions against the communist Cuban government.

The Dole et al. substitute amendment would strengthen international sanctions against the Castro dictatorship in Cuba, develop
a plan to support a transition government leading to a democratically elected government in Cuba, and enact provisions addressing
the unauthorized use of property of United States citizens confiscated by the Castro dictatorship.

On October 13, 1995, Senator Dole sent to the desk, for himself and others, a motion to close debate on the Dole et al.
amendment.

NOTE: A three-fifths majority (60) vote is required to invoke cloture. This vote was the third attempt to invoke cloture (see vote
Nos. 488-489). This vote was held after Senator Helms announced that he intended to offer a substitute amendment containing only
the first two titles of the bill (the third title contains the provisions on the unauthorized use of confiscated property).

Those favoring the motion to invoke cloture contended:

The senior Senator from North Carolina has announced that if cloture is agreed to he will offer a substitute amendment to the
pending substitute amendment that will contain titles I and II of the bill only. This announcement has been made to secure the votes
of Democratic Senators, who have given in to the strong-arm tactics of President Clinton. For more than 30 years the United States
policy towards Cuba has been to support sanctions. That support has extended through seven Presidents of both parties, from
President Kennedy to President Bush, and has had nearly unanimous bipartisan support in both Houses of Congress. The House
version of this bill, which has even tougher sanctions, passed with the votes of two-thirds of the Democratic Members. In the Senate,
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though, President Clinton, who has recently made several unilateral changes in U.S. policy to weaken sanctions on Cuba, mounted
a full-court press. He succeeded overwhelmingly--only 17 percent of Senate Democrats voted in favor of cloture. He mounted this
charge after Senators negotiated with him and made 10 weakening changes to the bill to meet his objections, and he mounted this
charge despite his claim to want "bipartisanship" in foreign policy. Bipartisanship will not be achieved if the President defines it as
intransigence on his part; bipartisanship will not be achieved if in our negotiations to reach compromise solutions the President will
only take concessions but will not give ground himself. We imagine we will get cloture now on this bill in its greatly weakened form,
and the blame will fall on President Clinton and the Democrats who he cajoled into turning their backs on the Cuban people who
are waiting for the United States to increase pressure on the communist Castro regime.

While favoring the motion to invoke cloture, some Senators expressed the following reservations:

We are pleased to hear that an amendment will be offered containing only titles I and II. From the beginning, our major objections
have been to the new cause of action contained in title III. Our objections have had little or nothing to do with White House pressure;
we examined the provision and found it offensive on its merits. The bill still has problems, but none so great that we will insist on
extended debate. Therefore, we support the motion to invoke cloture.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the motion.
 


